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MPs want to hear your views on Sure Start! 

The House of Commons Education Committee is currently carrying out an 
Inquiry into the Foundation Years focused on Sure Start Centres. They want to 
hear views from the public.  

This is your chance to tell politicians how important Sure Start is and to show 
the benefits it brings.  

If the Committee receives lots of responses showing the positive impact of 
Sure Start on children and families around the country, this will strengthen the 
case to keep Centres open.  

Labour Friends of Sure Start is encouraging as many people and communities 
as possible to make written contributions to the Inquiry. What better way to 
show the level of public support for Sure Start than to deluge the Committee 
with positive submissions! 

This pack offers some tips on how to make a submission. We hope it is useful 
and don’t hesitate to contact us if we can help. 

 

Shadow Children’s Minister, Sharon Hodgson MP, 
with Edward – a Sure Start user from Yorkshire. 
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What should I say? 

You can write whatever you want about how Sure Start has benefitted you, 
your family and your community.  

You might want to begin by explaining why you are responding – are you a 
parent who has used Sure Start, a teacher who has seen the effect Centres 
have had on children’s readiness for school, or do you work at a Centre?  

Specific examples of the way that Sure Start has had an impact are especially 
helpful. If you represent an organisation, data is always valuable. But human 
experiences are at least as powerful so don’t be shy about just telling your 
story.   

The most important thing is to show the Committee the level of public support 
for Sure Start. All contributions to the Inquiry are good contributions. 

However, Labour Friends of Sure Start believes contributions that cover the 
following issues would be particularly valuable in undermining the incredible 
importance of Sure Start: 

- Any closure or contraction of service experienced in the last three years and 
how it has affected service provision 

- The quality of the service that is received and the potential impact of 
reduction in the service 

- The effective use of outreach work to bring in hard to reach families 

- The supportive nature of staff making a difference in people's lives 

- The contribution to community and family cohesion 

- Positive results on reducing smoking in pregnancy and increasing 
breastfeeding 

- Evidence showing children better prepared in social and other skills and 
therefore more school ready 
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How should I present my submission? 

The Committee request that each submission should: 

• be no more than 3,000 words in length; 
• have numbered paragraphs; 
• be in Word format or rich text format with as little use of colour or logos as 

possible (if in electronic form). 
• for Data Protection purposes, it would be helpful if individuals submitting 

written evidence send their contact details separately in a covering letter. 

If you are interested in what other individuals and organisations have 
submitted, you can read some of them here: 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmeduc/write
v/surestart/contents.htm  

Don’t be put off by the fact that some of these responses are quite long and 
technical – your experiences, stories and points or view are just as valid and 
will help the Committee to build up a full picture of the important role Sure 
Start centres play for families. 

If you have any questions or would like Labour Friends of Sure Start to take a 
look at your submission before you send it in, please contact Abi Wood: 
abigailfwood@gmail.com.  

How should I make my submission? 

Ideally by email to educom@parliament.uk and marked “Foundation Years – 
Sure Start Children’s Centres”. We’d be really grateful if you could send us a 
copy too: laboursurestart@gmail.com  

The Committee prefers to receive responses by email but hard copies can be 
sent to Caroline McElwee, Committee Assistant, at: Education Committee, 
House of Commons, 7 Millbank, London SW1P 3JA. 

The Inquiry is entering its later stages so we encourage you to make your 
submissions as soon as possible. Don’t hesitate to contact Abi Wood at Labour 
Friends of Sure Start with any questions at all: abigailfwood@gmail.com.  

The very best of luck with your submission. Let’s show the MPs how strongly 
we value Sure Start! 
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